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Interviewee Sean Williams
According to his bio, featured on his website, “Sean Williams is a British reporter and

photographer based in Berlin, Germany. His subjects range from human rights and

conflict to sport, culture and tech.

His work is published at titles including The New Yorker, Harper’s Magazine, GQ, The

Daily Beast, The New Republic, Wired, The Economist and many more.”

Williams also co-hosts The Underworld Podcast:

“Underworld is a podcast about organized crime around the world, by reporters Danny

Gold and Sean Williams. From Balkan warlords to Brooklyn wiseguys, we’ll expose the

barely-visible networks that affect everyone’s lives. Bringing our experience hunting

some of the world’s most dangerous people, we’ll show how gangs fought to the top of

their food chains - and how some got cut down to size.”

Overview of Conflict
According to World Vision:

● Tigray is located in Ethiopia’s northernmost region, bordering Eritrea.

https://www.seanwilliamswrites.com/about-me/
https://www.underworldpod.com/
https://www.dannygoldjournalist.com/
https://www.dannygoldjournalist.com/
https://www.seanwilliamswrites.com/
https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-relief-news-stories/ethiopia-tigray-conflict-facts


● On November 4, 2020, conflict erupted between the Ethiopian federal

government’s military forces and allies of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front.

● Fighting has forced about 62,255 children and adults to abandon their homes

and livelihoods in Tigray to find shelter in neighboring Sudan.

● Millions of vulnerable children and their families seek safer places within

Ethiopia, such as the Amhara and Afar regions.

The conflict is the latest in a string of disastrous events for the country — the COVID-19

pandemic, ongoing desert locust and armyworm plagues, and erratic rainfall that has

resulted in flooding and drought. These are compounded by the displacement of more

than 3 million people due to ethnic violence in recent years.

Seeds of Conflict

In September, Tigray defied the prime minister by going ahead with regional

parliamentary elections, which the federal government had ordered postponed

because of the coronavirus pandemic. Ethiopian lawmakers voted to cut funding to

the region in October, incensing Tigray leaders.

On the night of Nov. 3-4, T.P.L.F. forces attacked a federal military base in Tigray and

attempted to steal its weapons. The T.P.L.F. has said it struck preemptively, as

federal forces prepared to assault Tigray.



Hours later, Mr. Abiy ordered the military offensive into Tigray, internet and phone

communications were shut down and his cabinet declared a six-month state of

emergency in Tigray.

Timeline of the Conflict
Here is a timeline, as featured on The Economic Times, of the ongoing crisis in Africa's

second most populous country:

Fighting begins on November 4 2020, with Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

ordering a military response to what he calls a "traitorous" attack on federal army camps

in Tigray. He blames the attack on the regional ruling party, the Tigray People's

Liberation Front (TPLF), which dominated national politics for nearly three decades

before Abiy took office in 2018. The TPLF denies responsibility and says the reported

attack is a pretext for an "invasion".

Additional information on the TPLF, sourced from the New York Times:

The T.P.L.F. began in the mid-1970s as a small militia of Tigrayans, a group that

was long marginalized by the central government, fighting against Ethiopia’s

military dictatorship.

Ethiopia’s two biggest ethnic groups, the Oromo and the Amhara, make up more

than 60 percent of the population, while Tigrayans, the third-largest, are just 6 to 7

percent. Yet the T.P.L.F. became the most powerful rebel force in the country,

eventually leading an alliance that toppled the government in 1991.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/a-timeline-of-ethiopias-tigray-conflict/articleshow/82328855.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/world/africa/ethiopia-tigray-conflict-explained.html#link-2dbf1cb2


The rebel alliance became Ethiopia’s ruling coalition, with the T.P.L.F. at its head.

The coalition contained four main parties, each one built largely along ethnic and

geographic lines, and it backed a federalist approach that gave significant power

to Ethiopia’s regions.

Two days later, with fighting intensifying, Abiy sacks the head of the military, whose top

brass includes many battle-hardened Tigrayans. On November 9 Ethiopia carries out

more air strikes in Tigray with Abiy saying the operation will be all over "soon".

Tens of thousands of refugees flee into neighbouring Sudan as the African Union

follows the United Nations in demanding an end to the fighting.

As the refugee flow swells tensions mount between the two countries, part of whose

frontier is disputed. After 10 days' fighting, the UN warns of possible war crimes in

Tigray.

Neighbouring Eritrea -- with which Abiy has signed a peace deal in 2018 that helped win

him a Nobel prize -- is reported to be sending troops into Tigray to help Abiy.

Additional information on Eritrea, sourced from the New York Times:

Eritrea was once a part of Ethiopia but became a separate nation in the early

1990s, after a 30-year war of independence. Since then, it has essentially been a

one-man regime, ruled with ruthless force by Isaias Afwerki.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/world/africa/ethiopia-tigray-conflict-explained.html#link-2dbf1cb2


International watchdogs consistently rank Eritrea as one of the most repressive

nations in the world. The country drafts all young people into the military, with no

limit on how long they might be required to serve. It has no elections, independent

news media, opposition parties or civil society groups.

Two weeks later, having rejected peace talks, Abiy says government tanks are

advancing on Tigray's capital Mekele.

The city comes under heavy shelling on November 28 before Abiy announces that

military operations in Tigray are "completed".

In February 2021 Amnesty International says Eritrean soldiers killed "hundreds of

civilians" in November in the holy city of Axum in Tigray.

The following month AFP documents another massacre by the troops in Dengolat.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken later urges Eritrea to withdraw and describes

violence in western Tigray as "ethnic cleansing".

On March 23 Abiy admits that Eritrean troops had crossed the border into Tigray.

He also suggests they may have been involved in atrocities against civilians.



The next day the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission says Eritrean soldiers

massacred over 100 civilians in Axum in November, in what may amount to crimes

against humanity. After admitting Eritrea's role, Abiy flies to its capital Asmara to meet

with Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki.

During the visit Abiy says Eritrea has agreed to pull its forces back over the border.

Just over a week later Ethiopia says Eritrean troops have "started to evacuate" Tigray

but on April 15 the UN says there is no evidence of withdrawal.

Blinken urges Eritea to pull out "immediately and completely" and warns they are

contributing to a "growing humanitarian disaster".

Humanitarian Implications

Sourced from a Vox article: An internal United States government report, which the New

York Times reviewed in February, assessed that the Ethiopian military and their allies

were “deliberately and efficiently rendering Western Tigray ethnically homogeneous

through the organized use of force and intimidation.”

There have been massacres and mass executions. Jan Nyssen, a geography professor

at the University of Ghent, and a team of researchers have compiled a list of 1,900

Tigrayans killed in approximately 150 mass killings since the fighting began.

https://www.vox.com/22370629/ethiopia-tigray-eritrea-amhara-war-ethnic-cleansing


Rape has been used as a weapon of war; a USAID report includes testimony from a

woman who recalled her rapist saying he was “cleansing the blood lines” of Tigrayan

women. Eritrean forces have been accused of mass looting, pillaging, and wanton

destruction of everything from banks to crops to hospitals.

Most of the alleged atrocities point to Eritrean, Ethiopian, and Amhara forces, though

Tigray People’s Liberation Front-linked groups have also been linked to at least one

mass killing. The Eritrean government has denied involvement, and only just last week

admitted to its presence in Tigray.

In March, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed acknowledged that reports “indicate that

atrocities have been committed in Tigray region.” He said those responsible should be

held accountable, though he also blamed the “propaganda of exaggeration.”

The security situation is fueling other crises. More than 60,000 refugees have fled to

neighboring Sudan since the fighting began in November, and humanitarian groups —

many of which remain cut off from parts of Tigray — say the security situation has likely

displaced thousands of people internally.

The United Nations estimates that of Tigray’s 6 million people, 4.5 million are in need of

food aid. A recent report from the World Peace Foundation warns of the risk of famine

and mass starvation as people are displaced and crops, livestock, and the tools needed

to make and collect food are destroyed.



April 2021 Update

Sourced from reliefweb:

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-conflict-fact-sheet-7-fiscal-year-fy-2021


May 2021 Update

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-20-may-2021



